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What is an invertebrate?
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Does anyone know what a

majority of animal life on Earth is?



What is paleontology?

Paleozoic
Mesozoic

“ancient life”
“middle life”
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What is a fossil?

e A fossil is any preserved remains or traces of past life
o Must be >10,000 years old

e Can be body fossils, trace fossils, or chemical fossils
o Body fossils: evidence of the physical features (morphology)

of an organism
o Trace fossils: evidence of the behavior of an animal (what

did it eat? how did it move?)









How are organisms
fossilized?

e Unaltered fossil remains
o Original skeleton or shell
o Permafrost










Mollusca

- Gastropoda
- Cephalopoda
- Bivalvia
Echinodermata
- Crinoidea
Arthropoda

- Trilobita

Let’s talk about
some specific
marine
invertebrates!
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Activity: Identifying Marine
Invertebrates

1. What is it?

2. Is it a fossil?

3. How was it preserved?



